BencHmarx ScarrFoLping Lo 7]
Setting the Standards

On 3T December 1994 | was made redundant by Formscalff We also have a fantastic busines
UK as they had decided to exit “the suicidal Lomaoarket” based in Barnsley, South Yorkshire, headed |
and return to their industrial roots in the NorftEmgland. Paul Taylor, our Regional Managing Directo
On January © 1995 a new company wasand Cain Eggleston our Commercial Directol
incorporated under the name of Benchmark Scaffoldisy Northern Region.
It's Head Office was in Redhill, Surrey otherwiseokm as We have plans to open further
Rob and Sue’s living room. We sent out a dozererett branches, initially in East London, followed by
saying that we were a new company with a dreanetiing Other outlets in East Anglia and Edinburgh
the standards for the scaffolding industry — tret ihistory. ~ who knows where we can go from there drive
Twelve and a half years after we commence@dn by the repeat business from our loy:
trading on ¥ March 1995 with our first contract for Stonewesgustomers and the quality of our people?

Ltd at Garden Court (value £10k), we have growneoome Our success has always been bas
the biggest and we believe the BEST scaffolding amggn on our core values relating to technica
London and the South East. expertise, a robust safety regime, a nor

contractual and non-confrontational approac
to giving an excellent service. These value
have carried us a long way to date but ol

Mether Nefure His {he fuure s n your hands - keep up the goo
Rob West

Nerihem Region

Round One

June had been a rainy few weeks in the north on the 15" June 2007, the rivers began to rise flooding
areas all over Yorkshire including Barnsley were Benchmark Scaffoldings northern region is based.

Running at the back of Benchmark’s yard is a small dyke, which is a trickle most of the year, not on this
day it rose 10ft flooding the surrounding areas including Benchmark’s yard and offices.

Doing everything possible to save what we could, we lifted up computers, furniture anything that was on
the floor expecting the worse as the water was up to the door already as we abandoned our offices.

Expecting devastation the next day, to our surprise there was no damage at all.

The Three Stooges
Paul Taylor—Curly, Keith Lawson— Larry
& Mark Bradbury— Moe

No its not a
spaceman

its our Peter|
Spencer

Round Two
On the 25" June 2007 what didn’t seem quite as bad as previous, we prepared anyway for the worst, as
Everyone the dyke had rose but only a few feet we left the offices and closed the yard at 16:00hrs. At 16:45hrs the Barnsley
helped to branch offices and the yard were both submerged under a metre of water.
clear up the Nothing could have prepared us for what we were met with the next day - devastation came to mind.
sludge Having come close to tears as everything was covered in sludge, a total mess including the yard, we shook

ourselves down and got to work. The yard staff and drivers Dave Barnett, John Beattie, Gary Roberts, Ashley
Wilkins, Grant Lawson, Darren Waltham and Andrew Bradbury and management Paul Taylor, Keith Lawson, Peter
Spencer and myself Mark Bradbury pulled on a pair of white overalls, looking like something our of CSI or in Paul
Taylor's case going to a rave and immediately got to work clearing up the yard to get it up and running again, the
wagons clean and back on the road and the offices started

Months down the line we are still in temporary accommodation and feeling the devastation caused by the
floods. The cost is now running into thousands of pounds. You can find us high up on top of scaffolding in
portacabins brought in until our new offices are prepared.

Thanks to everybody that pulled together in what seemed to be a crisis to keep Benchmark Scaffolding
running and Georgina Bradbury for setting up office in our own family home whilst temporary accommodation was
erected.

[ e 5

Mark Bradbury—Depot Manager
Northern Region
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Mel McMahon—Site Manager
London Region
m 1IN :; : Having recently completed the scaffolding at Marshalls Yard
‘ : Gainsborough (exceeding £850k) we are grateful to Tolent for the
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award of a subsequent job.

Marshalls Yard was a mixed development involving the refurbishment
of an old railway building around a former goods marshalling yard
together with significant new buildings to form a commercial/retail
park.

Saville House is an old industrial building on the fringe of Sheffield City
Centre and towards the industrial east end which requires a full
envelope scaffold for total refurbishment.

We appreciate our continuing association with Mick Pickersgill, Glenda
McNichol and the Gainsborough team led by Mick Ashton. The
Sheffield team consists of Roger Linton, Gary Farmer, Peter Swift &
Steve Shaw.

Benchmark are represented by Wayne O’Loughlin (Site Supervisor
also from the Gainsborough job), Dave Falkinder (Senior Contracts
Supervisor), Mark Knitter (Estimator) with a keen eye on surveying
matters being maintained by Cain Eggleston (Commercial Director).

Paul Taylor
Managing Director—Northern Region



Benchmark Heath & Safety
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One of the factors of the growth and success ot:B|mrk| -S-l 'Z'

over the last 11 years is our commitment to Heatbagety.

Training . L d Terence Stenton received the Northern award for physically stopping site operatives (non scaffolders) from
In 2001 we started a training obligation and toeda&ivel  gismantling a scaffold, informing the site manager and his leading hand, in turn an investigation was held on
trained nearly 200 operatives to be trainee, basidy how this happened. (See It, Sort It, Report It)

advanced scaffolders. We also carry out training wariety" K Kenneally received the London award for an ongoing issue on site involving edge protection and others
of different construction related trades and skillsa cost s@ (non scaffolders) moving the edge protection. KK placed posters in key areas informing all that if the EP

far over £320,000. This figure is not taking iniwcaunt the needed moving to phone BSL operatives (numbers on poster) so it could be carried out properly and safely.
expenses, accommodation and management time, hvarelt

costs added the figure actual doubles. | Martin Clarkson received the Northern award for being commended for his work on site by the site man-
agement and making changes to the scaffold to benefit all.
Health Surveillance I Dave Humphries received the London award for identifying a gap in floor where tubes could roll down and
Last year we started health surveillance for apleyees. moving all the bundles of tube and making it safe.
Accidents 5‘I Lee Caverley received the Northern award
John Yardy received the London award

significantly increased, mainly due to an improveportingl Both regional winners received the awards for very good feedback from the principal contractor, they are
culture, but the number of serious and RIDDOR rigine working for, on the way they carry out their tasks in a safe manner.
injuries has dramatically decreased. |

In the northern region there has not been a RIDIZIOR
reportable injury since July 2005 (21 months). Tisisnot bt
only down to Benchmark’s investment in Health & 8w

but also to the men on sites who have to carnaadifficult ] In the first edition of Benchpress we advised thamndBenark
job whilst still being aware of their own safetydaall Othersl Scaffolding Ltd had been awarded the contract te ofiLondon’s
around them. great landmarks. Due to design differen@&s=nchmark Scaffolding

. . | Ltd have withdrawn their Tender for the scaffold wors the
The large construction companies that employ Berchro

carry out most of their work demand a high standdisafety] Monument Tower
on their sites. We, as a company, have to mairgaimigh

standard of safety to continue working for thesegdl

companies. This in turn will generate monies tatde more-I

training.
Peter Booth—Company Safety Manager I
London Region
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\ — e o e e e o e e o o = Benchmark Scaffolding has built a double
layer sliding roof over the old Dickens &
Jones Store in Regents st, London.

I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I In the past few years the amount of accidents tegdna
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

The roofs which cover an area of 30m x 24m
are constructed using the Hakitec 750 beam
system, & can slide under or over each
other to allow clear Crane access to the
construction area below.

Bob Young—Technical Director
London Region
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It was around 9.30am when my brother Jamie and | were putting our bikes in the back of
my mate Tays van along with the help of his brother Steve to get on our way for Tays
birthday party, downhill mountain biking in The Lake District, Tays van consisted of the 4
bikes & the BBQ, My car had the tents, food, clothes & protective gear & most importantly —
BEER!! & we set off on our boring drive up to the Lakes. >F ?
We arrived there shortly after dinner, got out & got ready for action, Tay & his bro had been
here before, Jim and | were virgins, so we let them go first, we'd heard stories about how
dangerous it was, with it being part man-made with drop offs into berms, table tops into
berms & wooden snake sections which wasn't for the faint hearted! F $ 9/ >F 2 7
After a while | took the lead followed by Jim, Tay & Steve lagging miles behind! It wasn’t
long until someone crashed, fortunately it was Steve & not me, as we stopped & waited for
him to catch up on one of the wooden snake sections, admiring how neat he was rounding
the corners, he only managed to get about 10 foot away from the end until he lost it & fell,
unharmed & embarrassed he got up to cheers, laughter, taking the mess & finger pointing.

The rest of the section was a grueling uphill climb for what seemed miles & miles, then the
good bit, the long fast downhill section, getting up to speeds close to 100mph (well it felt
like it!) then breaking off into the technical sections down through the forest, very fast &
very tricky, luckily we all survived & after a couple of miles of normal green lanes we arrived
back at the car park, which was empty. This meant party time! We got changed, put the
bikes away & dragged the BBQ out & all the beer, food & the Haribo star mix. Got that
son’bitch burning & eat like kings, & got drunk. Yey!

$A F8 -&&

In the morning we decided to go to the infamous Dolby Forest near Scarborough, upon
which we found a bad ass Bmx track (hence the photo) & rode around all the sections &
after an hour or so, we decided to call it a day (because we were knackered!) & Jamie who
is 16, the ale got the better of him the night before (sorry mum!)

All'in all Tays birthday was kick ass & we all loved it!
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Mark Knitter— Estimator
Northern Region
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Your family-

If you've recently had a neW addition to

Sure we s
Oor you coul

barnsley@benchmarkscaffolding.com

AGommereial Uiew

d email us

O

Fat Club Monthly Winners | / "

/
May—Lottie Creaser & Barry Baker both losing 4lb each $ 6B
June—Mark Knitter losing 3Ib K:$ 1

For the rest of us—Christmas is not far away!

/ L'++ +++ +++ /$

From the 3™ September '07, Terry Maynard's title will be chang ed D I &
from Estimator to “Senior Estimator” based at the L ondon office at /
Hanwell. "

Terry has been with Benchmark Scaffolding for 12 ye  ars and in that
time has served the company in many capacities from Site Manager
to Supervisor/Manager in the Operations Department and most
recent as Estimator in the Estimating Department.

Well done Terry from everyone at Benchmark.

Mel McMahon will also shortly be joining us in London as a @ants
Surveyor, working alongside Barry and Jane in tlen@ercial Department.
Mel joined us as a chargehand scaffolder in Sepgen@ and has worked on
large projects such as the Intercontinental HoMdlersgate and White City
Development.

We wish Mel every success in making the transittmoffice life and are sure he
will be a keen contributor to the company’s tradiggformance.

Graham Pope—General Manager | went to the MGN Hotel
London Region )

. o o in Las Vegas and all | won
S%an Fergusorwill be joining the estimating department on was this
3 September 2007 after having been with Benchmadesin .
September 2005 as Site Manager. We would likake this Benchmark Viz Vest

opportunity to wish him good luck in his new job.
Shaun Dundas

John Walton—Estimating Director Northern Region

London Region The Pl'oud Gl'alldad
RDave Barnett

Born 12¢h July 2007
8lb S0z
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